Why does liver fibrosis occur in schistosomiasis?
Schistosomiasis is one of the most prevalent of several chronic inflammatory diseases in which morbidity results primarily from tissue scarring. New concepts regarding the molecular pathogenesis of scar formation are being applied in research efforts to define the basis of liver fibrosis in schistosomiasis. Such investigations have led to the identification of an apparently novel lymphokine, fibroblast stimulating factor-I (FsF-I), produced in the egg granulomas. FsF-1 and other granulomo-derived fibrogenic cytokines may represent the molecular links between periovular granulomotous inflammation and hepatic fibrosis. Here, David Wyler postulates that the unmodified production of these f brogenic signals may be responsible for the development of severe hepatic fibrosis in the subpopulotion of infected individuals who develop this complication.